PART    TWO

REGIONAL DIVISIONS OF EUROPE

NORTHWESTERN EUROPE

THERE is little in common between the modes of living of the factory
worker of the Ruhr, the Ukrainian peasant, and the cultivator of the
irrigated gardens of the Mediterranean. Each follows a different occu-
pation, each has had a different historical background, and each is
faced with different problems of adjustment to his environment.
Numerous other differences of a more local character separate the
peoples of the continent. Accordingly, it is helpful to divide Europe
into convenient units, in order to secure a clearer understanding of
the relations between man and environment in each. The units used
will for the most part be nations, and these in turn will be roughly
grouped in such a way as to reflect general differences in human
activity. In the discussion of the various states, divisions will fre-
quently be made on the basis of human or physical differences. Such
a method of treatment is not ideal, but it is made desirable by the form
in which data concerning European activities are available, and by the
fact that nationalism is of such importance in the present-day world.
The three major groupings of nations which will be made are north-
western Europe, eastern Europe and southern Europe. These groups
are based on differences in human activity and development, which in
turn are in part a reflection of the physical differences existing in the
three sections of the continent. Northwestern Europe is a region of
great industrial and commercial centers, within which agriculture is
intensive and highly diversified. Eastern Europe, on the other hand,
is a section in which the population is principally concerned with pro-
ducing a few agricultural products on an extensive scale, in exploiting
forest or mineral wealth, and in exchanging its agricultural or raw
material surplus for necessary manufactured goods. Southern Europe
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